
Have an iPhone and an iPod? 

Have two iPhones in the family?

Then you need a Griffin PowerDock2!

Our friend George recommended this charger when I was moaning that 
all my old iPod chargers would not work with the new iPhone 3G. The computer I use to sync 
my iPhone is upstairs, yet I usually charge my iPhone in the kitchen. George suggested I buy 
the dual dock because you can charge an iPod or another iPhone at the same time. Little did I 
know that my husband would soon join the club and purchase an iPhone. So, now we handily 
charge our iPhones side by side. It comes with a collection of Universal Dock insert adapters to 
ensure that every iPod and iPhone can be charged. http://www.griffintechnology.com. 
I purchased it from http://www.amazon.com (see below) for $31.80 and the shipping was free.

Want to convert those vinyl LPs to CDs? Use an Ion USB Turntable

I heard about this at a seminar about a year ago and thought, “What a cool idea! We have 
several boxes of LPs in our basement.” So, I purchased it for John for Father’s Day. It’s pretty 
slick, and the only requirement is time! Audacity Software comes with 
it to “rip” the music. After that you put it into iTunes and away you 
go! As an added benefit, the turntable has line level output for 
connecting to any home stereo with CD or auxiliary (AUX) inputs. 
http://www.ion-audio.com. It sells for around $100. Rock on!

Anything USB for productivity and for fun!

Our friend Tom Piper first introduced us to a USB light for his laptop several years ago. 
Now the geeks have carried it way out of control. Just for fun visit 

http://www.usbgeek.com and http://www.everythingusb.com. There are
lots of goodies for winter like USB warmers for your coffee or your feet. 
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You never know when you will find something you didn’t know you 
“needed.”  Glow in the dark snowman any one?   

Great GPS Device - Tomtom

As a worrisome mother, I did not want my son to take his “Senior Trip” to Florida with out a 
navigation device. Tomtom was recommended and it delivered. It is 
very intuitive (like our beloved Apple computers) and it works 
straight out of the box. Even when you make a mistake, Tomtom 
recognizes it and re-routes you right away. The voice can be turned 
off, if it annoys you. I purchased mine with a special deal from Dell. 
Learn more about it at http://www.tomtom.com.  There are several 
sizes and models from which to choose. But. . .beware that these are 
the #1 stolen device from vehicles these days. I learned this on the 
Kim Komando show (next).

Looking for more tips about anything digital —listen to 
“The Digital Goddess” - Kim Komando 

Kim Komando, the self-proclaimed “Digital Goddess,” has a radio show on 
Saturday Mornings from 10:00 am to noon on KWOS AM 950. Although she 
leans to the “PC” side, she does discuss Apple products and many other 
things digital. It is a call-in show so you can ignore all the questions about 
viruses. Also check her out at http://www.komando.com.

Great little digital camcorder — FLIP Video Camcorder

When fellow appleJAC member Steve Mays had a posting on his blog (see below) 
about this camcorder, I was intrigued. Not much larger than a point-and-shoot 
digital camera, the device holds one hour of footage. Then you “flip” out the USB 
connection and load your video directly onto your computer. A few edits and the 
quality is good enough for YouTube and blogging (see below). It’s been advertised 
for sale at K-Mart and Target. The new version sells for $119.95 at B & H Photo:  
http://www.bhphotovideo.com. The thirty minute version sell for $99.00.
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Two Great Websites for shopping, product reviews, 
and seller ratings:  Price Grabber and Amazon 

I rarely purchase anything on the web without checking it out on 
http://www.pricegrabber.com and  
http://www.amazon.com. Although I am too shy to write a product 
review, I do read them on both sites. I also check out the company’s ratings 
on Price Grabber — it’s on the far right and is called “Seller Rating.” 
Amazon gives great service and sells just about everything. Renew your 
mobile me account (aka .mac) by purchasing it at Amazon and save $35!

Check out these blogs — smays.com and highstreetbeat.com

Wikipedia defines a “blog” as “a contraction of the term ‘Web log.’” It is “a Web site, usually 
maintained by an individual. . .with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or 
other material such as graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed in reverse-
chronological order. ‘Blog’ can also be used as a verb, meaning to maintain or add content 
to a blog.”

We were introduced to blogging at an earlier appleJAC meeting by Chuck 
Zimmerman, http://agwired.com, and I started reading 
http://www.smays.com, produced by Steve Mays, on an almost daily 
basis. If you admit that to Steve, he will say you have too much time on 
your hands. Seriously, Steve is a pro and has some world-class posts. My 
favorite is a spoof on Ben-Hur, a tribute to all the dedicated employees 

aboard the “USS Learfield.” http://www.smays.com/default/2008/07/life-aboard-the.html  
Thanks, Steve for a great laugh on my birthday.

With Steve’s and George’s inspiration and advice, my husband John and I began blogging. 
“High Street Beat” can be found at http://www.highstreetbeat.com. It is our 
personal blog and contains things happening in Jefferson City, some political 
stuff, and a reoccurring feature:  Apostrophe Patrol. These latter postings point 
out “rampant abuse of an important, but helpless, component of the English 
language -- the apostrophe.” Check it out. We welcome your comments. 
Don’t forget to visit our club’s blog throughout the  month at:  
http://www.applejac.org.
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Hide-a-Pod 

 While my son recently saved his iPod from thieves who 
broke into our vehicle by hiding his iPod under a 
Cardinal’s hat, a better bet is the Hide-a-Pod anti-theft 
case. As described by another geek:  “The case — designed 

to look like an ugly brown Zune — converts the appearance of your 
iPod to something that not even the most desperate thief will want.”
One of the FAQs on Hide-a-Pod’s website states:  “Do I get the Zune 

headphones too? Of course. Getting rid of those shiny white ear buds is 
a key part of the anti-theft system. We provide the original brown 
earbuds because we certainly don’t have any other use for them.”
Your shiny new iPhone needs protection too, so the Hide-a-Pod is now 
iPhone ready. http://www.hideapod.com. p.s.  This whole site is a hilarious spoof.

My favorite gadget — my iPhone!

What can I say? Most of us who are fortunate to have one, love it. 
Checking e-mail anytime is so handy. The keyboard-like feature makes it 
easy to respond to e-mails or to instant message my kids. Finally, I have 
all my contacts in both my iPhone and my computer. This summer I 
enjoyed working outside and listening to music. When someone called, 
I just squeezed the headphones and took the call. When the phone call 
ended, I was back to my music. The 8 GB version sells for $199 and the 
16 GB sells for $299. http://store.apple.com/us . A contract with AT & T 
for phone and internet service is required. http://www.wireless.att.com.

I won’t go into detail, but the iPhone Apps now available are awesome. You download them 
just like music from iTunes. Lots of them are free, but there are some for $0.99, $1.99, $4.99, 
$9.99. and beyond. My favorite App is free and is called Shazam!  You place the speaker of your 
iPhone near a music source (or in a movie), if you hear a song you don’t know. You tap “Tag 
Now” in the App and it listens to the music, sends it up in the sky somewhere, and magically it 
comes back with the name, artist, album, etc. It’s amazing! 
http://www.shazam.com/.Stay tuned as there may be an 
appleJAC meeting featuring other iPhone Apps soon!
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